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Abstract 

In this conference we propose to analyse some of the political, social and economic opportunities and challenges that Strategic Environmental Impact Assessment (SEA) pose to sustainability development. The basic tools for SEA will be reviewed taking into account the points of view expressed in the United Nations University Course on SEA. In  particular, the potentialities and limitations of classical cost benefit analysis tools are confronted with Multi-Criteria Decision Aiding (MCDA), namely with the Social MCDA methodology. Finally, the potential usefulness of SEA to mitigate very complex issues regarding sustainability, associated with real world megaprojects, is discussed.
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