The challenges of Green Supply Chain Management: Key issues for industries and research
This keynote addresses the main issues relating to Green Supply Chain Management, as part of the drive towards sustainability in many industries. Specifically the main challenges to research in the area of operations and industrial engineering will be covered. Companies have realized that the only way to truly address sustainability is to take an holistic approach to improve performance starting from the design of products, through their manufacture, delivery and final disposal or even return back into the supply chain. Supply chain management is at the heart of this holistic approach because the challenges can be met only through effective coordination at the supply chain level. Not only does the green supply chain mean the optimization of input resources and control of harmful outputs, but more and more what is needed is the redesign of complete supply chains. This poses hurdles to both industry in choosing the right operational designs and researchers in selecting the appropriate research designs that provide rigorous yet meaningful and pragmatic solutions. 
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